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Mr. Lloyd George had to form Ms Coalition out
of the combination of those Liberals who re-
mained faithful to him, and the undivided forces
of the Unionist Party. He and Mr. Bonar Law
issued a joint manifesto, and letters passed be-
tween them which defined the Coalition policy.
It was necessarily a policy displeasing to both
extreme wings. For it is the essence of a coali-
tion that nobody can get all his own way. At
home, as abroad, Mr. Lloyd George had to com-
promise. For, after all, it is the first duty of a
Coalition to coalesce. The justification of such
a policy of compromise on matters of grave civil
moment was indeed to be found only in the
gravity of the civil emergency. It was not from
one party only that Mr. Lloyd George asked the
sacrifice, and it is not by one party only that he
has since been attacked.1
The General Election took place on Decem-
ber 14th and Mr, Lloyd George was returned to
power with a majority of 249 over all the inde-
pendent groups. For the 602 seats in Great
Britain no less than 478 official Coalition candi-
dates were elected, while the suicidal policy of
the Sinn Feiners resulted in the practical elimina-
tion of the Irish Party as a parliamentary force,
Most of the leading Independent Liberals were
defeated, and the Coalition was returned with a
powerful and overwhelming mandate to carry
out its stated policy both at home and abroad.
Parliament met to take the oath on Feb-
1 By a section in all parties. For instance, the Morning Post,
the Daily News^ and the Daily Herald, are all equally vigorous
in this combinecj attack,